Ancient Mesopotamia Definition Cards

Mesopotamia
Region around the
Tigris-Euphrates river system.
Roughly corresponds to
modern-day Syriq, Iraq, and

Kuwait. Considered to be a cradle

of civilization.

Tigris
The more eastern of the two rivers
defining Mesopotamia. Empties
into the Persian Gulf. Sumerian
name interpreted as “swift river.”
Used to irrigate many ancient
cities such as Nineveh.

Medltgerranean
“Levan

Euphrates

The more western of the two rivers

defining Mesopotamia. The
longest river of western Asia.

Empties into Persian Gulf. Slower

pace than Tigris resulted in
depositing of more silt.
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Fertile Crescent
Crescent-shaped region often
called the cradle of civilization.
Contains relatively fertile land
leading to earliest human
civilizations and several ancient
technological advances.
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Irrigation City-State

The artificial watering of land to A city and its surrounding

make it ready for the growing of territory. In ancient times, often
crops. Began around the same formed near a major river and
time in both Mesopotamia and included a city and nearby

Egypt leading to first civilizations villages and farmland.

(around 6th Century BC).
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Ziggurat Cuneiform
Giant religious structures built in One of the earliest forms of writing
ancient Mesopotamia shaped like consisting of wedge shaped marks

terraced step pyramids with on clay tablets. Began around
several receding levels. One of 2900 BC in Sumer, though started
several buildings within a temple as a system of pictographs around
complex. 3500 BC.
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